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The Sirius Observer

President's Corner:
Just a couple quick things this month:

 Remember that dues are due in February. See 
Dan Smith and he will gladly take your dues. Also 
we need more Astronomy and Sky and Telescope 
subscribers to keep the club discount. See Dan for 
more information.

Our next public night at St. Pat's County Park will 
be on April 5th at 7pm. We will need an inside talk 
and telescopes if it's clear out. I know it's still a 
couple of months out, but I'll forget if I don't mention 
it now. The 1st Annual Michiana Star Party is 
coming up and we would love your help. See Linda 
for more details. 
Also as I mentioned at the last meeting, I will not be 
running for President again this year, which means 
that we need nominations for the elections which 
will be held at the June meeting. Please think about 
who you think would do a good job as President 
and nominate them at the April, May, or June 
meeting. It might help if they're not actually at the 
meeting to decline the nomination. 
We also are in need of program ideas for the 
meetings. Please see Mark or myself if you have 
an idea. 
As most everyone knows by now, I had a heart 
attack earlier this month. I would like to thank 
everyone for their thoughts, phone calls, visits, and 
cards. They were so appreciated that words can't 
describe it. Thank you all and I hope to be around a 
lot longer. No little heart problem is going to keep 
me from being at Potawatomi this summer! 

Tom Niowicki

Event Calendar

February 2008

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 

3 4 5 6   7 8 9
10 11 12 13  14 15 16
17 18 19 20  21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28  29

Feb 6: New Moon
Feb 13: First Quarter Moon
Feb 18: MAS meeting, 7:00 PM
Feb 20: Total Lunar Eclipse (Evening) !!!
Feb 20: Full Moon
Feb 28: Last Quarter Moon

March 2008

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

2 3 4 5 6 7   8
9 10 11 12 13 14  15
16 17 18 19 20 21  22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31

Mar 7: New Moon
Mar 8: New Moon observing at Potawatomi
Mar 14: First Quarter Moon
Mar 17: MAS meeting, 7:00 PM
Mar 21: Full Moon
Mar 29: Last Quarter Moon
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Meeting Minutes
Michiana Astronomical Society

June 2007 – No minutes available, secretary 
absent. 

July 16, 2007 

Club meeting at the Mishawaka Library, 12 
members in attendance. 

Bill Foreman is our Night Sky Network 
Coordinator.

A summer solstice picnic is being planned for 
Aug. 11 at Potawatomi Nature Preserve in 
Tippecanoe, IN. Show up at 4 p.m. with your 
food contribution, and be ready for observing 
thereafter. Burgers and hot dogs will be paid for 
by the club. 

Epoch 2007 was discussed (Tom N. and Flint 
went). It was a week long star party in western 
IN.

Tom says we should plan a date to visit Yerkes 
Observatory. There is observing available on 
Saturday evenings with their 40” refractor. 
Another possible field trip would be to Link 
Observatory in Indianapolis, which has a 36” 
Cassegrain scope. There are free bunk rooms of 
you can use sleeping bags in the auditorium.

Look at the galaxyzoo.org on our website for the 
Sloan Digital Survey.

July 17, 2007 

The MAS Star party commission’s members met 
at Camp Eberhart. Considerations for having a 
star party at Camp Eberhart YMCA were still 
being made. 

August 20, 2007  

Solstice Picnic at Potawatomi Nature Preserve. 
Approximately 17 members were in attendance, 
good food was had by all. Some folks stayed 
overnight to enjoy the great sky views (and to 
bag some z’s before going home!). 

August 21, 2007  

The Star Party Committee met at Camp 
Eberhart, YMCA to take one last walk-through 
and decision was made not to hold the 
convention there due to high costs to our 
attendees.

Sept. 15, 2007  

A meeting was held by the Star Party 
Committee at the Potawatomi Nature Preserve 
to explore the possibility of holding the star 
party here instead. We were given a tour of the 
whole property and had a very satisfying feeling 
about having the convention here. We would 
have an overly large field to observe from, and 
the addition of a tent would round out what we 
needed. Mike Stephan and Lynne Utter were 
very willing to entertain all possibilities of our 
event. They have offered to supply firewood to 
fuel a campfire. This area is quite a ways off 
from the observing field so it will not interfere 
with observing. We can use their cooking circle, 
where all can bring their food to be cooked for 
all meals. (We need donations of charcoal and 
lighter fluid to keep it running.) Since this is 
Indiana’s first Dark Sky Preserve, we do have 
excellent control of onsite lighting during our 
event (red lights only). 

October 28, 2007  

Meeting at Potawatomi Nature Preserve. We 
talked over particulars and asked remaining 
questions regarding having our star party here 
and agreed that this would be the place. A small 
percentage of income from the convention will 
be paid to the Preserve. A wish list was 
generated for items that need to be borrowed or 
donated. 

November 2007 

Meeting at the library. 7 members in 
attendance. Ruth Craft is a member of the Night 
Sky Network, which is an ASP program. She 
used this program and its supplies at St. 
Patrick’s Park on the previous Friday 
(exoplanets, in this case). She took the time to 
demonstrate the effectiveness of the hands-on 
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supplies, then let us experiment with them. 
There was a new kit she showed us called 
“Exploring the Solar System”, which is used to 
make scale models of our solar system. 

We watched a video of The Astronomers series, 
featuring John Dobson, Vera Rubin, Tony Tyson 
and Kevin Krisciunas (who recently attended our 
star party at Steve and Linda’s house!).

December 17, 2007 

Winter Solstice Party at Linda and Steve’s. 
Approximately 15 members were in attendance 
and a wonderful assortment of foods were on 
hand. The new fireplace and old pool table got 
some action as well! The high snowbanks from a 
recent storm made parking in the driveway kind 
of interesting.

January 2008

Meeting at the library. Thirteen members in 
attendance. Ruth Craft demonstrated the items 
that will be used at Science Alive!, and Linda 
test drove a new Powerpoint presentation that 
she created for the venue. 

Fliers for the May star party were distributed, 
and the rest will be mailed out be next week. 
Thanks goes out to Bill Foreman and his 
daughter for the creation and printing of this 
flier. Thanks also go out to Patricia Miller for 
taking the time to compile a database of the tri-
state astronomy clubs, planetariums and 
observatories, and for printing out the mailing 
labels to these 200+ addresses!

It was reported that Bob Ernst passed away. He 
was a former Mishawaka teacher.

Chuck Bueter said that there is a new grant for 
the Globe at Night program, and that it is 
official that 2009 will be the International Year 
of Astronomy.

We watched about half of the program “Seeing 
in the Dark” by Timothy Ferris. We’ll try to see 
the other half next meeting.

February 2, 2008

Science Alive! Program had a double dose of 
astronomy this year. Ruth Craft wore 2 hats: 
Michiana Astronomical Society and Kennedy 
School Planetarium. Linda Marks also wore 2 
hats: Michiana Astronomical Society and Kid’s 
Astro Camp at Camp Eberhart YMCA in Three 
Rivers, MI.

Ruth’s room featured hands-on activities for the 
children as well as information about the 
upcoming lunar eclipse. Dan Smith and a 
Kennedy School friend assisted her. Linda had a 
presentation all about comets, and had help 
from Chuck Bueter, who cooked up a recipe for 
a comet with help of young volunteers, much to 
our delight. Jerry Karascony stepped in to do a 
presentation during lunchtime, and Eileen 
Murphy divided her time between the two 
rooms. According to Eileen, everything we did 
was met with enjoyment and success! Hooray 
for astronomy! 

Linda Marks
MAS Secretary

The same esteemed professionals who have 
come up with such stirring and inspirational 
names as “The Big Bang” for the creation of 
the Universe, “Spilled Milk” for our home 
galaxy, and “Black Holes” for the most 
intense gravitational fields in the universe 
now want your help in naming the latest 
astronomy satellite, the Gamma Ray Large 
Area Space Telescope, or GLAST.

About time they asked for help, if you ask 
me!  Come up with something better than 
GLAST and submit it to their website.  Please!

http://glast.sonoma.edu/glastname/
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First Annual Michiana Star Party!
May 2 – 4, 2008

Potowatomi Nature Preserve

Mark your calendars and polish up those 
telescopes:  the first Michiana Star Party will be 
here before you know it!  Designed as a family-
oriented, low-stress event, the star party will be 
held at our usual dark sky site at the 
Potowatomi Nature Preserve, off of US 331 
south of Bourbon.  Please see the flyer in this 
newsletter for details.

Although planning for the star party is going 
rapidly, a few items will be needed.  If anyone 
can donate any of these things, it would be 
much appreciated:

12 rolls of red cellophane (sometimes called 
Basket Wrap) (Easter is coming!) to use to 
cover all lights at Potowatomi

Cans of eco-friendly spray paint to paint the 
grass to mark off campsites 

(100) gallon-size baggies (not ziplock)  for 
holding registration materials

2 sets (4) of walkie-talkies (and batteries) for 
communication.  (You get them back after!)

If you can donate anything on the list, please e-
mail Linda at: sunandmoonobs@juno.com or 
reply to our mailing list.

Join thousands of other students and families 
around the globe hunting for stars during the 
third annual GLOBE at Night event! Take part in 
this international event to observe the nighttime 
sky and learn more about light pollution around 
the world.  

Lat:  41 deg. 39' 56.6"  Long. -86 deg. 15' 8.24"

International Year 
of Astronomy

In celebration of the 
400th anniversary of the 
first use of a telescope to 
view the heavens, the 
United Nations has 
designated 2009 as the 
International Year of 
Astronomy.  Member 
nations' astronomical 
institutions are making 
plans and gearing up for 
a gala year of celebration 
and public outreach.  The 
US website is located at: 

www.astronomy2009.org

There are eight goals which have been identified 
to guide activities during 2009:  

1) Increase scientific awareness
2) Promote widespread access to new 

knowledge and observing experiences
3) Empower astronomical communities in 

developing countries
4) Support and improve format and 

informal science eduction
5) Provide a modern image of science and 

scientists
6) Facilitate new networks and strengthen 

existing ones
7) Improve the gender-balanced 

representation of scientists at all levels 
and promote greater involvement by 
underrepresented minorities in scientific 
and engineering careers

8) Facilitate the preservation and protection 
of the world's cultural and natural 
heritage of dark skies in places such as 
urban cases, national parks and 
astronomical sites.
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