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March Meeting:

From Galileo to NASA’s Great
Observatories:

M101 - the Pinwheel Galaxy
Created by
Dr. Phil Sakimoto
Presented by Ruth Craft

As well as the Constellation of
the Month:

Orion, Part 1
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Daylight Savings Time begins. Boo!
Full Moon

MAS Meeting, 7:00 PM

Last Quarter Moon

Vernal Equinox. Yea, Spring!!

New Moon

New Moon observing, Potawatomi
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Astronomical League Observing
Clubs

I recently completed my
observations for the
)l Astronomical League’s
Deep Sky Binocular Club
B and I would like to share
§ some thoughts on some
@ of the various clubs. In
addition to the Deep Sky
Binocular I have also
completed the Messier, Binocular Messier,
Urban, and Double Star lists. I am this close
(I'm holding my finger and thumb real close to
each other) to finishing the Lunar Club list and I
am nearly half way through the Caldwell and
Herschel 400 lists. Each of these lists has
offered their own distinct challenges and
rewards.

The Urban, Double Star, and Lunar Clubs are
wonderful because they can all be completed in
light polluted skies. In fact it's a requirement
that the Urban Club be done in light polluted
skies. Light polluted being defined as not being
able to see the Milky Way. I would contend that
the Urban Club list is the best place for
beginners to start on DSOs because this list
contains most of the brightest objects of the
sky.

N - Astronomical

~6— League
U Double Star Club

Because of the Double Star Club, separation,
magnitude, and position angle are no longer
abstract numbers to me. The Double Star Club
requires that you sketch the double star. This is
easy enough; two dots. You must also label
directions on the sketch. I use west and north.
Because of having to do this, when I now am
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logging a description of say, an open cluster, I
am very aware of which sides of the cluster are
N,S,E, & W. While most of the double stars are
easy to find, distinguishing them as doubles is
not always quite as easy. This is where the
numbers for separation, magnitude, and
position angle come into play. Over time the
association between what I see in the eyepiece
and the information those numbers provide has
given me a feel for using that info to have a
better expectation of what I should be seeing.
Very useful.

The binocular clubs have given me a perspective
of the sky that would be impossible to have if I
only saw these objects through a telescope.
There is a lot to be said for seeing DSOs along
with their surrounding environment. Plus
sometimes it’s just nice to go out with nothing
more than a chart, notebook, and binoculars.
The simplicity is pleasant.

The Lunar Club list is nice to work on because it
transforms the moon from an annoyance that
hinders observing to an object full of interesting
targets that actually show some detail. The
Lunar list might sound overly simple to
complete; look at moon, point telescope at
moon, look in eyepiece and BOOM, send me my
certificate and pin. Trust me it's not quite that
simple. Tackle the list and you'll see what I
mean.

The Messier list is
obviously a good list to
work from because a good
I number of the objects are
just beautiful. Quite a few
of them are also very easy
to find and are relatively
bright.

The Herschel 400 list is the biggest challenge
I've taken on to date. On one hand, I have been
surprised at how many of these objects are
visible from my light polluted backyard. On the
other hand, I'm finding that Court’s isn’t dark
enough for me to see all of them. I am going to
have to set up farther out of town if I ever hope
to complete all 400. Just the sheer number of

Page 2



The Sirius Observer

these objects presents a challenge.

The Caldwell list is a very mixed bag. There are
some pretty tough things to find and / or see on
it but I like the list because there are quite a
few objects on it that have familiar, common
names. It's exciting to view something that you
have seen countless pictures of. For some
reason the Bubble Nebula really got me excited
when I saw it.

p Another really good list is
L the Sky Puppy Club. This
list must be completed
prior to turning 11 yrs.
old. I am currently
guiding my 6 year old
grandson through this
club and he really likes it.
Well, he likes using the
green laser to point at things but hey, he’s six.
At any rate he is still learning things about the
sky and that’s what it's all about. This club is an
excellent introduction to the sky for kids. If you
have or know a kid that would want to try the
Sky Puppy Club, I highly recommend the book
that the Astronomical League sells for this
award.

I would encourage anyone and everyone with a
strong interest in observing to consider working
through these or any other of the Astronomical
League’s Observing Clubs lists. They are
enjoyable, they give structure to your observing
sessions, and you can’t help but improve your
observing skill. I certainly have.

One final note. Every object I have ever
observed I found by star-hopping. That in and
of itself has taught me a great deal about the
sky. I personally feel everyone should start out
by star-hopping to targets. That said, I am
becoming increasingly frustrated with the
amount of time spent finding an object relative
to the amount of time spent looking at it. I am
probably as good as I'm ever going to be at
finding my way around the sky and I am
beginning to see GOTO capability less as a
frivolous extra and more as approaching the line
between want and need. With my limited
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observing time, if I continue to star-hop to
everything it will take me 10 years to finish the
last 200 objects on the H400. Therefore, if this
dilemma in any way qualifies me for any
government stimulus money, my star-hopping
days are all but over.

Phillip Hiatt

EARTH HOUR - A
Global Event on
Climate Change

Sat. March 29
8:30 - 9:30 PM

EARTH HOUR

On March 28, 2009 at 8:30 pm, tens of millions
of people around the world will come together
once again to make a bold statement about
their concern about climate change by doing
something quite simple—turning off their lights
for one hour. Earth Hour symbolizes that by
working together, each of us can make a
positive impact in the fight against climate
change. Here in the US, it sends a message that
Americans care about this issue and stand with
the rest of the world in seeking to find solutions
to the escalating climate crisis.

Earth Hour was first celebrated two years ago in
Sydney, Australia, when 2.2 million people and
thousands of businesses turned out their lights,
allowing the message about climate change to
shine brightly.

In March 2008, Earth Hour went global. More
than 400 cities, thousands of businesses and
over 50 million people around the world turned
off their lights for one hour to demonstrate their
commitment to slowing the effects of climate
change. An estimated 36 million Americans
reported participating.
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